
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 6 - 7  

English Transition 

Booklet 

We are so sad that we won’t get to welcome you to Ruskin before the 

summer break, so the English team wanted to say a big ‘hello’ to you in a 

different way.   

We have put this booklet together to introduce you to the department so 

that you know what to expect when you start with us. 

We have also included some activities that you might find interesting/fun. 

You can bring this booklet along with you when you start at Ruskin.  

 

Name:  …………………………………………………………………………….   
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All you need to know about studying English at Ruskin 

 

 The English classrooms are in the Hepworth block 

 There are eleven English teachers  

 You will have weekly spellings to learn 

 You will have a written homework task once every two weeks 

 You will have 4 English lessons a week.  

 The Head Teacher, Ms Wyles, also is an English teacher! 

 

What will you study? 

There are three topics in Year 7:  

 Term 1 – Myths and Legends 

 Term 2 – War and Conflict  

 Term 3 – Sport 

All three units will focus on reading, writing and verbal skills. You will 

explore novels, plays, short stories and poems. 

 

Rewards 

You will receive rewards for your hard-work in English.  

 You will receive achievement points for good 

classwork/homework 

 You can also get Ruskin Respects 

awards for demonstrating the 

Priory Values (generosity, courage, 

curiosity, passion and wisdom). 

 

 

 



 
 
 

Reading 

 

We are really lucky at Ruskin to have a 

wonderful Reading Room that is packed with 

lots of interesting books for you to borrow. 

Mrs Geeson (the school librarian) will help 

you choose exciting and challenging books to 

read.  

 

Your form tutor will expect you to read in 

form time so you must have your reading 

book in your bag at all times.  

When you arrive, your English teacher will take you to a computer 

room and you will do a reading test. This will tell us your reading age. 

This tells us what type of books you should be reading from the 

Reading Room. All of the books have a 

colour and this tells you what age the 

book is for.  

Also, if we think that you might need 

a little bit of help with your reading, 

we might assign you a Year 12 reading 

buddy. They will read with you once or 

twice a week during form time. They 

will be in the same house as you so 

you’ll get to know them pretty quickly.  
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Letter to your new form teacher 

All About Me 

It might be a nice idea to write a letter to your form teacher so 

that they can get to know a bit about you. Use the plan below 

to help you.  

 

You can write your letter on the next page. 
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SPaG 

This acronym stands for spelling, punctuation and grammar. Your 

English teacher will talk about this a lot and it is so important that 

you know what this means.  

Your teacher will also use symbols/codes when marking your work: 

SP - this shows incorrect spelling 

//   - indicates where you should start a new paragraph 

SS   -    used to indicate poor sentence structure 

P     - to indicate an error in punctuation. 

WW  - wrong Word (e.g. ‘their’ not ‘there’) 

Voc – vocabulary - used to highlight where a better word could be used 

 

CAP – capital letter needed 

 

Here are some SPaG tasks for you to have a go at. 

Spelling 



 
 
 

 



 
 
 

Punctuation 

Omissive Apostrophes  

  

Omissive apostrophes are used in contractions (shortened words or phrases) to 

show where letters have been missed out. For example, cannot becomes can’t.   

    

 

  
Task B      

  

Add omissive apostrophes to the sentences below. The number required in each one is given in 

brackets.  

  

1) Its raining, so youd better take an umbrella if youre going shopping. (3)  

  

2) I dont want to go out now its wet. I cant stand this sort of weather. (3)  

  

3) Mary told me youve been to the cinema. You shouldve asked me. Id have gone as well. (3)  

  

  

Task  A        
   Write the correct phrase beside the 

contraction.  

  

1)   isn’t     ____________________   
  

2)   won’t     ____________________   
  

3)   mustn’t   ____________________   
  

4)   weren’t   ____________________   
  

5)   haven’t   ____________________   
  

6)   I’ve     ____________________   
  

7)   let’s     ____________________   
  

8)   we’ve     ____________________   
  

9)   daren’t     ____________________   
  

10)       I’m     ____________________   

11)      there’s  (1)   ____________________   
  

12)      there’s  (2)   ____________________   
  

13)      it’s  (1)     ____________________   
  

14)       it’s  (2)                 ____________________   
  

15)       you’re                  ____________________   
  

16)       I’d   ( 1   &   2)   ____________________   
  

17)       wasn’t   _ _ __________ ________   
  

18)      couldn’t   ____________________   
  

19)      I’ll     ____________________   
  

20)      we’ll     ____________________   
  



 
 
 

4) Weve seen that film before. Its very good though. (2)  

  

5) Timll be round for a cup of tea in a moment. Hell be annoyed that you didnt invite him too. 
(3)  

  

6) He said his sisters being selfish and wont let him use the car. (2)  

  

7) Their cars very old though. Itll probably break down while shes driving it. (3)  

  

8) Anyway, take this umbrella with you to the shops. Ill cook dinner when youre back. Can you 

get me some of those mint chocolate biscuits from Marks & Spencer? I havent tried those 

ones yet. (3)  

 

Omissive Apostrophes: It’s & Its 

  

It’s is a contraction of ‘it is’ or ‘it has’. For example:  

  

It’s a lovely car. It’s only done 30,000 miles.  

  

(It is a lovely car. It has only done 30,000 miles.)  

  

Its (without the apostrophe) is used when something belongs to an ‘it’.  

  

Its engine is very powerful.  

  

In this example, the ‘it’ is a car whose engine is very powerful.  

  

Your Task    - Add it’s or its to each sentence below.  

  

1) _______ a lovely day for a walk.  

  

2) If _______ bothering you that much, you should report what happened.  

  

3) Our school is well-known for _______ excellent sports programme.  

  

4) The choir I belong to is very proud of _______ achievements.  

  

5) My dog chewed on _______ bone for hours.  
 

  

6) My cat always knows when _______ time for lunch. 



 
 
 

Grammar 

 

The definition of grammar is the study of the way words are used to 

make sentences 

 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

Comprehension skills 

We also call this ‘reading for meaning’ in English. This is an example 

of a task you might be asked to compete in lesson. You can use the 

next page for your answers.  
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Vocabulary 

We will always encourage you to use the most ambitious word 

choices. This is the best way of communicating your ideas in a 

mature way.  

 



 
 
 

Word Search 

Choose three colours (one for adjectives, one for verbs and one for nouns). Once you 

find the word, colour it in the correct colour.  

 Adjectives - describing words  

 Verbs - doing words 

 Nouns - places or things 

 

    



 
 
 

Crossword 

These clues all relate to studying English at Ruskin. All of the 

answers are in this booklet.  
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What is your favourite book? 

 

Create a new 

front cover for 

your favourite 

book. 

 

  

It should be colourful and include 

key moments/ideas within the 

novel.  

You could also include a short 

blub. This captures the reader’s 

interest by summarising what the 

book is about without giving the 

ending away.  
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Here are some helpful websites that you may enjoy: 

 

 

https://www.educationquizzes.com/ks3/english/  

 

https://www.spellzone.com/word_lists/games-291697.htm 

 

http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/literacy/ 
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