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Course Description
The aims of this specification are to enable candidates to:
• engage in the process of psychological enquiry in order to develop as effective and independent
learners and as critical and reflective thinkers with enquiring minds
• develop an awareness of why psychology matters
• acquire knowledge and understanding of how psychology works and its essential role in society
• develop an understanding of the relationship between psychology and social, cultural, scientific
and contemporary issues and the impact of psychology on everyday life
• develop an understanding of ethical issues in psychology
• develop an understanding of the contribution of psychology to individual, social and cultural
diversity
• develop a critical approach to scientific evidence and methods.

Assessment Structure
[bookmark: _GoBack]Students will be assessed through three external examinations in Year 11. The first two exams are 75 minute long and are worth 40% of the final grade each, and focus on the ‘Studies and Applications in Psychology’ modules.
The third exam is a 1 hour exam worth the remaining 20% and covers the work covered in ‘Research in Psychology’.

Special Features 
Students like the topics covered, which they find very relevant to their own lives. They enjoy finding out about the science behind topics such as non-verbal communication (NVC), personality, aggression and memory. It helps them to understand what is going on around them and how they can put some of the knowledge gained into practice; such as memory techniques to improve study skills, which also helps them in other subjects. Students also enjoy doing the practical work that goes with each topic.
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