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Wisdom



	Critical Writing Task
	Completed

	1. Write a composition (800 – 1000 words) on one of the following Essay titles:
1.	Is all art useless?
2.	When is the use of military force justified?
3.	Should all social media be banned? 
4.	Is life too hectic to enjoy? 
5.	School days are the happiest days of our lives. 

Alternatively, you could explore a topic of interest to you.

Express your views either for or against this statement.

Make sure you read the following support before you start.

Once title is chosen please read below the Guide to critical essay writing.
The different stages you need to go through to write an excellent critical essay:

1.	De-code the essay title
2.	Plan your essay
3.	Research your subject
4.	Structure your essay
5.	Develop your argument and introduce counter arguments
6.	Use relevant evidence

Plan your time well

One mistake students often make with an essay is to start writing too soon. There is research and thinking to do first and putting words on the page comes later. Another big mistake is to write an essay at the last minute. You will lose marks if it doesn't flow well, words are spelled wrong or your punctuation is sloppy because you didn't allow time for editing and proofreading.

Checklist

· answers the question
· shows you have read widely
· demonstrates you have evaluated the evidence
· proves you understand the question
· has a clear argument
· is well structured and organised
· contains relevant information to support your argument
· is professionally presented
· is grammatically correct
· has been proofread for mistakes.

The word 'critical' can seem negative – it is associated with condemning, disparaging, judging or finding fault. But a critical essay is positive: it evaluates, analyses, interprets and explains.

What is critical writing?

With critical writing you are participating in the academic debate. This is more challenging and riskier. You need to weigh up the evidence and arguments of others, and to contribute your own. You will need to:
•	consider the quality of the evidence and argument you have read;
•	identify key positive and negative aspects you can comment upon;
•	assess their relevance and usefulness to the debate that you are engaging in for your assignment; and
•	identify how best they can be woven into the argument that you are developing.

Finding your academic voice

When you engage in critical writing you are developing your own academic voice within your subject. Wellington et al. (2005, p.84) offer some suggestions for distinguishing between the academic and the non-academic voice. They suggest that the academic voice will involve:
•	“healthy scepticism … but not cynicism;
•	confidence … but not ‘cockiness’ or arrogance;
•	judgement which is critical … but not dismissive;
•	opinions … without being opinionated;
•	careful evaluation of published work … not serial shooting at random targets;
•	being ‘fair’: assessing fairly the strengths and weaknesses of other people’s ideas and writing … without prejudice; and
•	making judgements on the basis of considerable thought and all the available evidence … as opposed to assertions without reason.”

Wellington J., Bathmaker A., Hunt C., McCulloch G. and Sikes P. (2005). Succeeding with your doctorate. London: Sage.

Try to get into the habit of writing critically, by making sure that you read critically, and that you include critique in your writing.

A paragraph break can provide a brief pause for your readers within a longer argument; giving them the opportunity to make sure they are keeping up with your reasoning.  Paragraphs that are overly long can require readers to hold too much in their mind at once, resulting in their having to re-read the material until they can identify the point you are making.

You can also use paragraphs to push yourself to include critical writing alongside descriptive writing or referencing, by considering each paragraph almost as an essay in miniature. Within each paragraph you would:

•	introduce the point you want to make;
•	make the point, with supporting evidence;
•	reflect critically on the point.
•	If it’s worth including, it’s worth telling us why

A useful habit to get into is to make sure that, if you describe some evidence relevant to your argument, you need then to explain to the reader why it is relevant. The logic of your explanation contributes to the critical component of your writing.

Checklist for an overall review of your writing

Why should the reader be convinced by what I’ve just written?

Remember that, just as you are asking ‘Why should I believe what I’ve just read?’, the readers of your work will be asking the same question of your writing. A critical read through your own writing may reveal gaps in your logic, which you can rectify before you submit it for the critique of others.

Is my conclusion trailed and supported sufficiently well by my preceding analysis and argument?

Check out the conclusions that you have drawn, then locate and check the supporting evidence you provide earlier on. This is a good way of making sure you haven’t forgotten to include a crucial piece of evidence. It is also a way of checking that, when your reader comes to the end of your writing, the conclusions make sense, rather than being a surprise, or an unconvincing leap of logic.
	

	
Critical Reflection Task.

Instructions:
1. Go to www.16personalities.com, find the section on the Home page called: 
What is your type?
Take our free personality test today!

2. Click on “Take the Test”.  Answer all 60 questions as honestly as possible about yourself.  Don’t rush answering the questions, and equally, don’t get stuck on any – keep moving through at a steady pace.  

3. From the results page, take a note of your Personality Type (it will be four letters, eg ESTJ) and fill in below.  You will need this for the workshop on Friday.


4. Go to the “Type Description” for your profile and study carefully.  Make a note below of a few aspects that you think are like you and one or two that aren’t like you.

5. If you have time, go to “Career Paths” and take a note of possible careers that you might be interested in (if any), or aspects of work that might appeal to you.

	a) Personality Type, eg ESTJ, INFP
	

	b) Type Description – aspects of the profile that are like you (list a few items)

	

	c) Type description – aspects of the profile that are not like you

	






	d) Career paths – aspects of a job that are attractive to you

	






	e) Other observations
	








	

	Critical Thinking Test

Time: 45 minutes

Answer all the questions on the answer sheet attached. The questions are multiple choice.
	



Curiosity
	Task
	Completed

	Think about studying at University

Thinking about applying to University and looking for ways to explore your subject beyond the curriculum? Then this website is for you. 

https://www.myheplus.com/

Each topic is produced by Cambridge postgraduate students and academics at the cutting edge of research in their field. The topics provide guided activities, questions to think about and suggestions for further reading.

	

	Take a Crash Course

The following YouTube channel has thousands of videos giving you a crash course in everything from Mythology to Chemistry, Film Production to statistics and everything in between

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-9-kyTW8ZkZNDHQJ6FgpwQ
	

	Take a Virtual Field Trip

More than 2,500 museums around the world have made their collections accessible online through Google Arts and Culture; you can also take virtual tours of U.S national parks, the international space station and even the surface of Mars. 

https://artsandculture.google.com/

	






Generosity
	Task
	Completed

	Give to Others 

Complete a ‘MyMarathon’. This is your marathon, your way. Challenge yourself to cover 26.2 miles in your own time, at your own pace, in a safe space and raise money for a good cause

https://www.bhf.org.uk/how-you-can-help/fundraise/mymarathon

or
‘Marathon 4 NHS’

Have a look at the information sent to you on email from Mr Gunter and set yourself the challenge of completing this

	

	Home Help

Volunteer to help around the house. Clean your room, help in the garden, or learn home cooking skills and cater for your family.

	

	Get in Touch

Is there someone in your life who you have lost contact with? Maybe a friend from primary school or a previous neighbour. This might be a great time to get in touch; send them a message to see how they are or write them a letter. 

	







Courage
	Task
	Completed

	     Try something new that helps to promote Mindfulness:         
 MINDFULNESS MEDITATION
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZToicYcHIOU
Tai Chi:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vHBR5MZmEsY

	

	Have the courage to test your Brain!

Critical Thinking at University: An Introduction

https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/critical-thinking-at-university

This course will show you what critical thinking skills you need at university level, how they can be applied to different disciplines and how to use practical strategies to develop these skills for a successful academic life.

	

	Try a new Exercise

Download the downdog exercise app and try a free yoga, Zumba, HITT, barre or 7-minute workout class

https://www.downdogapp.com

Keep a journal to evidence what you have tried out and what your thoughts were.  Have you been inspired to take up a new sport/exercise as a result?

	




Passion
	Task
	Completed

	Reflect on your Passions

Reflect on what you are passionate about. 
Are there higher education courses or apprenticeships relating to your passion? Could this passion become your career? Complete some research

https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/

https://www.notgoingtouni.co.uk/

https://www.ucas.com

“Find a job you enjoy doing, and you will never have to work a day in your life.” Mark Twain

	

	Choose a NEW Passion

Have the PASSION to learn/try something new this week, use the link below to choose from hundreds of online courses from top universities: 

https://www.futurelearn.com/courses?filter_availability=upcoming
	

	Run 5K donate £5 challenge
Have the passion to run 5k and help support our NHS. How fast can you run 5K? Can you beat Mr Cairns?
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/exercise/couch-to-5k-week-by-week/

	






[image: ]
image1.jpeg
RUSKIN

A PRIORY ACADEMY




image2.png




image3.png




