Courses: Creative Writing
	


	Course Title:  AQA Creative Writing

	Qualification: A level 

	Assessment: 40% examination. 60% creative writing coursework and portfolio.
(Examination – The examination involves writing to a set brief, producing a text for use in a practical writing scenario and two further questions based on a piece of written stimulus.)

	Pre-requisite Recommendations: To attain a B grade in English IGCSE and at least a C grade in English Literature GCSE.


	Description of Course: 
Over the two years students will study a variety of forms of creative writing, in both the fiction and non-fiction genres and will study critical and theoretical approaches to writing forms. They will use this knowledge to hone their writing skill, which should be evident in their building portfolio of creative work. 
Unit 1: Writing on Demand: This examined unit is designed to reflect the fact that writing can be creative in ways that are non-literary. It also reflects the fact that creative writing is part of the professional world of work. Students will develop the ability to create proficient and imaginative writing under tight deadlines and to very specific guidance. This module will cover writing related to a variety of career pathways such as journalism, travel writing, advertising pitches and legal summations. This is an examined module.
Unit 2: Exploring Creative Writing: The aim of this coursework unit is to introduce students to regular writing practice across a broad range of forms. We will experiment with a variety of written styles such as short stories, scripts and poetry. This unit introduces the notion of writing craft, with particular focus on the processes involved in developing creative work, such as generating ideas, drafting and redrafting, using different forms and genres, and critical reflection. Students will create exciting and interesting forms of prose across a range of genre, developing their creative skills and finding their own individual ‘voice’. They will then engage in critical and theoretical reflection in a commentary on their own work.
Unit 3: From Reading to Writing: Reading widely is an essential part of the development of the creative writer. The purpose of this examination unit is for students to build on the skills they have developed in Unit 1 in order to develop their knowledge of writing craft, their analytical skills and their own writing ability. Students will recognise the learning that can be gained from reading the work of others, analyse the authorial craft of other writers through a programme of reading and class discussion and learn how to apply their learning to their own work through their own independent writing practice. They will produce a single extended piece of original creative writing in the exam and produce an extended commentary in the exam that demonstrates critical theory relating to the links between reading and writing.
Unit 4: The aims of this coursework unit are to deepen students’ creative use of language and the technical mastery of one chosen form; develop students’ expertise in responding to critical feedback and redrafting creative work; extend students’ ability to reflect critically on their own creative process and achievements; and to introduce students to systematic referencing of sources and influences, which is an essential skill required for further study at degree level. Students will create a portfolio of creative writing that shows a specialism towards their chosen form and genre, showcasing their ability to use figurative devices to create engaging and thought-provoking writing.
Why Study Creative Writing?
This course enables students to develop their writing craft, both in creative fiction and in the style of formal non-fiction writing that forms the basis of most degree level courses. Students will develop a range of skills that are applicable to a wide variety of future career pathways, including journalism, law, the medical profession and the performing arts, as well as the possibility of a publishing career. The critical and theoretical study of creative writing introduces students to Marxist and Feminist theories of interpretation which are relevant to many degree level courses. The course aims to inculcate a lifelong passion for the written word and is suitable for students who have the dedication and enthusiasm to turn their imaginative ideas into written prose.     
For more information please contact: Mrs T. Russell (trussell@prioryacademies.co.uk)




