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Course Description

Paper One
Causes of World War One:
Key Issue: How did international relations worsen between the period 1900-1914.

Peacemaking 1918–1919 and the League of Nations
Key issue: How did the Treaty of Versailles establish peace after the carnage of WW1?

Hitler’s foreign policy and the origins of the Second World War
Key issue: How did Hitler challenge and exploit the Treaty of Versailles causing a Second World War?

The Origins of the Cold War
Key issue: Why did the USA and USSR become rivals in the years 1945–1955?

Paper Two
Weimar Germany
Key issue: Why did the new Republic formed after WW1 collapse 14 years later and become a brutal dictatorship?

Nazi Germany
Key issue: what was life like for key groups of Germans under Hitler; women, young people, workers and businesses?  What if you didn’t fit into the ‘master race’?  What was most important in exerting control: terror or propaganda?

USA or Vietnam
Key issues: why did the USA launch a full scale war against a poverty stricken country in the 1960s and why was racism such a strong issue in USA until recently?
Assessment Structure
Paper One: International Relations – 37.5%
Paper Two: Twentieth Century Depth Study – 37.5%
Controlled Assessment: Britain at War – 25%

Why study History?
	 
	History is a useful, and often necessary, subject for many careers.  It forms one of the subjects in the new English Baccalaureate and those considering A levels and University applications should strongly consider it as many colleges, universities and employers recognize and value the skills that you will have developed while studying History. History can be useful in many areas and not just those connected with studying the past. For example in:  Conservation work, environmental work, town planning, building restoration and tourism, presenters. History is also a superb qualification for lawyers, the police, those interested in a career in politics, journalists, and TV. 
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