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Course Description
The science department at The Priory Ruskin Academy offers two curriculum paths through Key Stage 4. In both cases teaching starts in Year 9 and all examinations are taken at the end of Year 11.
SCIENCE AND ADDITIONAL SCIENCE 
This route is taken by the majority of students and leads to two GCSEs in Science. Both GCSEs include Biology, Chemistry and Physics. Assessment of each GCSE involves three examinations, each 30% of the final marks, and 10% of the marks are allocated to practical work. This involves controlled assessment, carried out and examined in lesson time. This includes a written test, split into two papers, on a practical investigation. The emphasis in the Science courses is on ‘How Science Works’, a key theme through both the practical assessments and the theory examinations. There are also a number of topics where current issues in Science are reviewed and discussed e.g. the energy debate, global warming and healthy diet. Completion of these two GCSEs provides sufficient background to go on to study A Level Sciences.
Throughout Years 9 and 10 setting is reviewed and some pupils will have the opportunity to move to studying GCSEs in Biology, Chemistry and Physics.

SEPARATE SCIENCES 
The top most able students will study towards taking separate GCSEs in Biology, Chemistry and Physics. 
The 3 separate Science GCSEs include all the material covered in the core curriculum for the Science and Additional Science GCSEs, with additional units. Assessment again involves three papers and a practical assessment for each Science. The first two papers are common with Science and Additional Science and the third paper tests the extension units. 10% of the marks in each Science come from controlled assessment of practical work which has the same format as for Science and Additional Science. 

Throughout Years 9 and 10 setting is reviewed and some pupils may move to studying Science and Additional Science if this is felt to better meet their needs.
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